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VOL. I. BOSTON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1819. NO. 23. 
PROCKE DISGS 11. 'he committee on applications for ordi-| of kings and Lord of lords hath granted us ano- 

OF THE nation and fellowship, reported that ordination] ther anniversary of our general convocation ; 
GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, | be conferred on Brs. Royal Gage and Robert L. | biessing us with all spiritual benignities in hea- 
OF THE Killam, and letters of fellowship granted to] venly places in Christ, according as he hath 


New-ENGLAND STATES AND OTHERS, CONVENED BY 
DIVINE PERMISSION, AT LEBANON, N.H.on Tukspay 
EVENING, SEPTEMBER 14th, A.D, 1819. 

wane 

Tue Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Geveral Convention of Universalists, assembled 
at the Hall of Wittiam Benton, Esq. September 
14th. 1819, and opened the council by solemn 
and devout prayer from Br. Sebastian Streeter. 

Organization of the Council. 
Chose Br. Enwarp Turner, Moderator. 
Br. Jacop Woon, Clerk. 
Br. Russet, Streeter, Asst. Clerk. 

4. Examined the credentials of the delegates, 
and read the epistles from the several Societies 
and Churches represented in this meeting. 

5. Received into fellowship a Society in War- 
ner, and another in Marlborough, (N. H.) whose 
requests were last session received but accident 
ally omitted. 

6. Chose Brothers S.C. Loveland, H. Ballou, 
and S. Streeter, a committee to receive and re- 
port applications for ordination and fellowship. 
7 Heard the reports of the committees ap- 


O ~O = 


ovinted last session, tu visit the several Associa- 
Adjourned to meet at half past six o’clock 
Vednesday morning; prayer by Br. H. Ballon. 

4. Alet, Wednesday morn.ng according to ad- 

ment, prayer by S.C _ Loveland. 

10. (‘hose Brothers R. Streeter, R. Bartlett, 
and S.C. Leveland, a committee, to visit the 
Northern Association, to be holden at Bethel. 
Vt. the first Wednesday and Thursday in Octo- 
ber. Chose Brothers D. Pickering, I. Whitnell, 
and P. Dean, to visit the Western Association,— 
Chose Brothers J. Wood, J. Bisbe, and R. L 
Killam, to visit the Southern Association, Chose 
bre. S. Streeter, H. Ballou, 2d, and E. Turner, 
to visit the Eastern Association, at Paris, (Me.) 
last Wednesday and ‘Thursday in June, 1820 

PUBLIC SERVICE—WEDNESDAY, A. M. 

Introdnctory prayer, by Br. E. Turner—ser-| 
ron. by Br. H. Ballou, 2d.; Text. Psalm cxlyv. 
9. * The Lord is good to all; and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works.” —Concluding prayer, 
by 5. C. Loveland. 

PUBLIC SERVICE—P. M. 

First prayer, by Br. R. L. 

by Br. J. Wood; Text, Psalm xxiv. 8. * 


man that trusteth in him. 
S. Streeter. 
EVENING SERVICE, 

Prayer, by Br. J. Wallace.—Sermon, by Br. 5. 


Streeter; ‘Text, John viii. 21, compared with xii. | 
32. “ Then said Jesus aguin unto them, I go my! 
reav, and ye shall seek me, and die in your sins ; | 


Ard I, if I be lifted | 


whether I go ye cannot come. 


up. from the earth, will draw all men unto me. | 


Prayer, by Br J. Bisbe. 


Adjourned to Thursday morning to meet m 


half past six oclock. 


‘Thursday Morning. met at half past sax, and |. 
jjoicing, 


opened with prayer, by Br. RK. Gage. 


Killam.—Sermon. | 
tas EDWARD TURNER, Moderator. 
taste and see that the Lord is good ; blessed is the’ 
—Last prayer, by Br.| 





Charles Hudson. Accepted. 

12. The committee on the subject of a His- 
tory of Universalism, reported progress, and 
asked leave for further vyportunity to finish 
the work. 

13. ‘The committee on the subject of a Sem- 
inary of Science, made a report of their pro- 
ceedings: That they had succeeded in estab- 
lishing a Seminary in the town of Dudley, Ms. 
Upon which the Convention 

Voted, That this Convention receive the 
Nicnots’ Acapemy under their patronage, and 
pledge themselves, in their social and individu- 
al capacities, to use all proper and reasonable 
means for the support, respectability, and per- 
manence of said Institution— Provided, That the 
Trustees are members of this Convention, and 
all vacancies shall be tilled by members of the 
Convention, or those in fellowship therewith 

PUBLIC SERVICE—THURSDAY, A.M. 

Introductory prayer, by Br. H. Ballou.—Ser- 
mon, by Br. E. Turner; Text, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

** For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of ; but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death.°—C oncluding prayer, Br. Wood. 

PUBLIC SERVICE—P. M. 

First prayer, by Br. E. Turner.—Sermon, by 
Br H. Ballon; Text, Acts xvii 30, 31. ** Jad 
the times of this ignorance God winked at ; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: Be- 
cause he hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom 
he hath orduined: whereof he hath gwen assur- 
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead.’ —Ordaining prayer, by Br. S. C. Love- 
land.—Charge, by Br. E. Turner.—Fellowship 
by Br. S. Streeter.—Benediction, Br. H. Ballou. 
Repaired to the Council Hall, and 

14. Voted, 
forward subscription papers to all the Societies 
)in this connection, to obt: un subscriptions for 

‘the support ef the Nicnors’ Acapemy. 

15. Adjoarned this Convention to meet again 
| by Divine permission, at CLaremont, (N. H. 5 on 
the — Wednesday and ‘Thursday in Septem- 
be 820, 

7 Na Throne of Grace was most solemnly and 
devoutly addressed, in thanksgiving, invocation 
and braise, by Br. Edward ‘Torner. 








Jacos Woop, Clerk. 
Russe, Srreeran, Asst. Clerk. 
cae 


GENERAL EPISTLE. 


litest. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the General 


Convention of Universalists, to their Brethren of the ; ' . 
alone compatible with universal benevolence. 


ame clorious faith, and all sincere Christians to whom 
this salvation may come ; grace, mercy and peace be 
multiplied unto jou, from God the Father, and our 
Lord Jesns Christ, who gave himself by reason of our 
sins, that he might redeem us from all miquity, and 
purify unto himse:fa people, pee uliarly zealous of 
good works: to whom be praise and glory, for ever 
and ever. AMEN. 

BraerHren—We have abundant reason for re- 
thanksgiving aud praise, that the King 





| 
physical points in theology ; 





chosen us in him, that we should be pious and 
blameless before him in love; having thereby 
predisposed us to the adoption of children, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will, making 
us acceptable in the Beloved; through whom 
also, we have redemption, even the forgiveness 
of our sins, together with revelation of the se- 
crecy of his ‘will, which he hath purposed in him- 
self; that in the dispensation of the fulness. of 
times, he might gather together all things in 
Christ. 

Divinely glorious was the occasion on which 
we assembled in annual Council, witnessing 
the increase and prosperity of the doctrine of 
Christ, in various sections of New-England. 
The Epistles from several societies and chur- 
ches, and other intelligence which we re- 
ceived, announced the measurable fulfilment of 
a divine saying, ‘many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge be increased in the earth.’ In the 
multiplication of converts to the knowledge of 
the truth, there is a proportionable diminution 
of uncharitableness and contention. The real 
disciples of the Lore Jesus, evince their acqui- 
sitions in the science of sanctity, by an exiubi- 
tion of love and beneficence, and happily for us, 
in this acceptation of the word, the Saviour of 
sinners, was a teacher of vital and practical god- 
imess. Reformations, under the inetroctions of 
those who pursue his system of education, would 
be highly auspicious to the welfare of man, both 
in the present and coming world. Conversions 
of this description, equally distant from the ex- 
tremes of right, practical coldness and indiffer- 
ence on the one hand; and blazing prefessional 
enthusiasm on the other, have attended the ad- 
ministration of the word of life and saivation, 
during the recess of the convention. The spi- 


That Br. H. B ah prepare and! rit of harmony,brotherly love, and charity seems 


to pervade our religious commonwealth, in all 
its connections and dependencies. — A tenacious 
and bigoted attachment to abstruse and meta- 
to ambiguous say- 
ings, and insoluble problems, which constitute 
subjects for contention and strife among difler- 
ent associations of professors, disturbed not the 
harmony of our deliberations, invest:gations and 
resolutions in conncil. ‘The timely admonition 


of St. Paul, that those who swerve from the end 
and object of the law, which 1s, charity out of a 
/pure heart, 


and of a good conscience, and of 
faith unfeigned, are turned to its opposite, vain 


jangling and endless genealogies, whic!) nin sier 


and involve questions to the injury, and not anse 
wers to the edifying of the brotherhood, induced 
us to the exercise of that catholicism, which is 


With the chordage of our hearts thus attuned & 
the finger of Immanuel, we ceiebrated the de- 
clarative praise and glory of Hiro, at whose pre- 
sence the monntains trembied, and the deep ut- 
tered bis voice, lifiing ap his hands on high, 
‘The committees appointed last session to vise 
it the severa! Associations, brought very refresh- 
ing and animating tidings, a8 far as returns were 
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made. The doctrine of life and immortality, | preaching, would render this letter prolix and tedious. 
through a crucified, risen, and exalied Redeem-| May the Lord cast a propitious eye on his famishing 
er, to all the families, nations, and kindreds of flock, lead them into the green pastures of his grace. 
the earth, is spreading and becoming acceptable and afford them assistance by day, and protection by 


| 
— ee | . 
to the reasonable and enquiring part of commu- | night. pe 
nity in Vermont. ‘That all intelligencies capa- | At this session of the Convention, the solemnities and 


: . a inati rere conferred on two young 
le of saying blessing and honour, and glory, and, Priviledges of Ordination were conter tagpt fees. 
b f aying 2S * coeetd. Broryys ‘brethren, and Letters of christian Fellowship granted 


idol be u to Him who sitteth on the throne, another. It is devoutly hoped, their abilities, gifts and 
and to the Lamb forever and ever, should be graces will be zealously and prudently exerted in the 








} 
} 
| 
| 
} 








finally reconciled and devoted to that extatic, promulgation of the truth as it is in Jestis, The public 
and blissful employment, is found to be conso-| services at the sanctuary, were ap ne a 
nant with reason, revelation, and that benevo- evi’ pats agern A ty in al Pid hay cong ep -~ 
. . . ; - sy jof Zion wi iankful so addressec ; one 
, » bosoms = ; B°s. ; 
lent “5° of the Deity, in all _— bosoms, wen i grace with devout and contrite hearts, proclaimed the 
ing us to pray and hope for the same. ‘ye™ word of life, under a proper sense of the responsibility, 
may it be said, The wilderness and solitary | and listened, with truly enraptured feelings to the de- 
place is glad for Zion, and the desert rejoices | elaration of the gospel of truth. 
and blossom as the rose. The diffusive, impartial and unalterable goodness, 
Information was received by a young Broth-| and tender mercy of God, the rg tg tc ge pra. 
“her ‘ , ‘ ee tire: F sipating same, th: » blessings vin 
er,* minister in Maine, of the wonderful success | and participating the same, that the blessings of c1 ’ tc 
4 if oan Aestelan of ihe Poi ¢) confidence might be enjoyed; the harmony of the 
and extension of the doctrine of the Prince Of) threatenings and promises in the economy of grace, for | 
Peace, in that section of his heritage. Several | the final subjection of all things to Christ; the nature: 
new societies of respectability. both tor num-j|and operations of godly sorrow and repentance, as the 
bers and character have recently been formed. appointed gine m the sospel, for — deliv- 
: a a rance ¢ restoration of sinners; the importance ol 
and many others are organizing which solicit |©'Nee ate Fe pret be 
lab y f < PE AO beatt : an immediate attention to the requirements of Christi- 
t 1e€ a ours Oo more ministering re iren.—| anity, under an apprehension of the appointed day in 
Could additional assistance be granted to that| which God will judge the world in righteousness, by 
section, and the character and religion ot Jesus|that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath, 
be announced and defended by an adequate given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
number of faithful servants in the truth. highly |bim from the dead, were the glorious themes which 
rominieg and auspicious would be the anemia | heightened the felicity of an attentive audience at the 
Pp ae C - 2 ‘ A " Panne |sanctuary. The blood-redeemed of the Lord Jesus,came 
quences. onvinced that, as a denomination, ‘from the east, the west, the north, and the south, sat, 
we have not heaped to ourselves teachers, hav-| down together, in heavenly places in Christ, in the | 
ing itching ears, but are destitute of a sufficient | fruition of the faith of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
number to supply the regular organized socie-| We must conclude this letter by soliciting the atten- 
ties in our connexion, without having any to tion of the several Societies in fellowship with this Con- 
send on heathen missions. it becomes us to im- | vention, to some important considerations relating to 
Lord of th h. Pepe * —e- id an History, and a Seminary of Science. 
Peete She SES Oe Se Snes, Meek he woul The utility of an History of the rise and progress of 
. . > a ¥ a 2 ; = ¢ ' 
Fase up, qualify, and send forth, faithful and Universalisra, and especially of its present standing, 
skilful labourers, into his vineyard. will be duly appreciated by all acquainted with that 
From Connecticut, a favourable communica-| department of learning. Through the medium of His- 
tion was received, through the medium of a tory we become acquainted with the greatest and most 
Brother,t now labouring in that region. Not interesting events of the world, while enjoying our tire- 
withstanding the systematic opposition to the side. The revolutions of states, nations and empires, 
i i; Pr me ~|both ancient and modern, with all their vast train of 
will of God that alf men should be saved and come | corresponding events, pass in review, as it were before 
to the knowledge of the truth, by the clergy of|the mind’s eye. By the same medium you might be 
that state, still the Truth, (which must of con-| conversant with the early Preachers of the doctrine you 
sequence be consistent with the salvation of all | believe, reap the fruits of their experience and observa- 
men.) »revails to a considerable degree A tions, compare the different views in relation to the 
d * I ceaatinal seful nie » tj * _~" | salyation of all men, enjoy the company and contem- 
oor lor evangeical uscluiness Is opened IM SCV-! plate the prosperity of your sister societies, at your 
eral populous and wealthy towns, and the Ma-|homes, with every thing élse, in a positive or relative 
cedonian cry reiterated, Come over and help us. |sense, which renders religious compacts desirable.— 
The exertions of our young friend and brother. | May this brief and imperfect intimation, inspire a fixed 
whose situation is that of a lamb among wolves, determination in the ministering Brethren and others, 
havine been crowned with unexpe sted st ‘aon to be actively engaged, in furnishing materials for the 
aving be ' ‘ unexpected Success, | Committee, appointed to receive and arrange commu- 
renders the prospect promising to others, who] nications for that work. 
shall make a trial in that quarter. The Seminary of Science established at Dudley, 
Several new Societies have been organized | (Mass.) in May last, under an act of Incorporation, sim- 
during the last year in Massachusetts, which [ilar to other institutions of the same nature, demands 
need an Apollos to water and nourish them with a ry patronage of the ; — “ eas 
: ap oad, a Re and truth. ‘This inetitution is under the guic ance anc 
that doctrine that falls like rain and distils like care of fifteen Trustees all members of the General 
dew; like the small rain on the tender herb,| Convention, or Societies in fellowship therewith, and 
or the gentle dew where no rain falleth. Bos-] will undoubtedly be conducted with tlhe utmost regu- 
ton, Charlestown, Salem, Shirley, and other] larity and prudence. 
towns are favoured with a regular ministry It is denominated the NicHois A¢ADEMY, as the pat- 
whose doctrine is in unison with peace on earth | Ponymic = of ree and munificent AMmasa 
ws Nicnors, Esq. of said Budis;, who has generously do- 
. é e S may , ; J? gene 7 
“ )nated the Corporation a large and commodious build- 
and good willto man. Similar remarks may} ica the C paral lerge and ious build 


be made in relation to some of the most ing for literary purposes as long as they continue in it 
populous towns in New-Hampshire, where the Ja respectable school. Whenever there shall arise a 
equality of the government, and the habitual surplus income, it is to be expended in the free educa- 
liberality of the people, render the future pros - vp Seen, men, of indigent circumstances, but mor- 
pects, highly grateful to the truth. Societies in ” an Pg pabite, Gocigueng to ente! the gospel minie- 
: ; mr ; ‘ ys e hope the brethren, generally, will make spir- 
Washington, Hillsborough, Henniker, Warner, | ited exertions to obtain subscriptions for the support of 
Sutton, Goffstown, Weare, and other adjacent} this Institution, whenever the papers for that purpose 
towns, present their reiterated solicitations to} are forwarded. 
the Convention, for some faithful and worthy Beseeching all herein addressed to study the Serip- 
preachers to come among them. Indeed to in-|tU"eSs obey their precepts, and adorn the doetrine of 


“perve . God our Saviour i all things, we conclude, by implor- 
" a! Ss : - 5) ; 9 By ae 
sert a cataiogue of the societies destitute of ing uopn you, and all men, the smiles and benediction 





of the King eternal, immortal, and invisible. — Amen. 
By order. RUSSELL SPREETER, 





* Hr. B. Sweeter. t Hosea Ballou 2d. 
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MORE PERSECUTION! 


Wisn1nc to notice, in a proper manner, whatever the 
friends or the enemies of the Universalist Magazine may 
be willing to say publicly, for, or against it, we present 
our readers the following, from the ‘ ULsteR PLEpian.? 
printed and published by John Tappan, Kingston, N. Y, 
October JO0th, 1519. 

‘* RELIGION, 

** We observe in a public journal, that Henry Bowen, 
of Boston, has offered a proposal for printing a new 
weekly paper, to be entitled ‘The Universalist Maga- 
cine,” devoted to doctrine religion and morality, and 
to be edited by the Rey. Hosea Ballon. We consider 
that religion of dangerous tendency to youth, whose 
religious sentiments are not yet settled for life; and 
therefore are unfriendly to it. About three months ago 
we received two nunibers of a paper, we believe, bear- 


ing that title, and inculecating the Universalist Religion, 


We committed them both to the flames, as we did some 
years ago a hook enforcing that religion, edited by VW il- 
liam P. Smith, of New-York, containing about 300 pa- 
ges octavo; for fear of its falling into the hands of ou 
family. We thercfore do not hesitate to hope, that 
Mr. Bowen will not succeed with his proposal.” 

This editor informs the public that he is unfriendly 
to the religion of Universalism, because he thinks it of 
a dangerous tendency to youth, whose religious senti- 
ments are not yet settled for life. 

Whether he believes the doctrine true, or false, he 
has not seen fit toinform us. He does not intimate that 
the doctrine would harm a person of maturer age and 
understanding. He knows, no doubt, that from all the 
different persuasions among us, many both men and 
women, who have been members of churches, as well 


\as others, are daily coming inte the glorious belief of 


God’s universal, impartial, and unchangeable goodness 
to his creatures. He does not intimate that this belie! 
is of ** dangerous tendency” to these people ; but he 
seems to fear for the saiety of youth. But why should 
our brother publish to the world such an insinuation 
without attempting to show some reason for his fears? 

It really seems to us, that this editor has not fully a- 
vailed himself of what could be called an enlightened 
view of this doctrine to which he feels * unfriendly.’ 
This doctrine inculcates the belief that our heavenly 
Father loves all his rational offspring without partiality. 
Can any serious, candid person say that for youth to be 
taught this belief would be of dangerous tendency to 
them? Is it dangerous for children of the same parente 
to believe thet these parents love them all alike, and 
are as really good to all asto any? We are fully per- 
suaded that a contrary belief would not fail to produce 
very unfavourable consequences ; and certain it is, that 
a contrary belief would be a most dishonourable one to 
the parents, whether it were true or false. This doc- 
trine teaches that it is the nature of God to forgive the 
sins of his imperfect children, and that it is our duty te 
imitate our heavenly Father by forgiving one another. 
We would ask if it appears reasonable that this belief 
would be of dangerous tendency to youth? Is it not 
natural for a belief to bring the mind, in some degree 
at least, into its own spirit? If this be granted, thenit 
follows that this belief would naturally tend to actuate 
the minds of youth with a forgiving spirit. This is not 
dangerous. But we have abundant reason to believe 
that a contrary belief and doctrine are dangerous in their 
tendency, not only to youth, but to people of all ages. 
A belief that God is partial in his goodness naturally 
leads the mind into an illiberal system of partiality ;— 
and a belief that God will not forgive those whom we 
look upon as sinners naturally leads us to exercise an 
unforgiving spirit towards them. This we think is dan- 
gerous, 

But our brother Tappan felt so unfriendly to this 
heavenly doctrine of the love and mercy of God, that 
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he committed to the flames ‘wo of our papers, in which, she liberally rewarded them with wealth and honour, 
the doctrine was vindicated! He publishes this him-| which she found means to obtain from the immense mul- 
self. He verily thinks that be is praise worthy for this | titudes who devoted all their earnings to this mistress of 
noble, magnanimous deed! Yes, and we will not fail} their hearts. 

to give it a lasting record in the Universalist Magazine,; These artists were expert in varying the appearance 
where it will be read by multitudes, whose hearts shall | of her eye, which, to one who presumed to withhold his 
rejoice in the doctrine which be would now destroy, | heart, and be independent of her favour, they rendered 
when his ransomed soul shall sweetly rest in the bosom | piercing as lightning and as furious as a demon; While 
of the God of universal mercy and love. But we do| its melting sweetness would light on her favourites and 
most sincerely love our brother, and therefore we} devotees with such ineffable attractions as no power 
promise bim, that if Le shall inform us that he feels more] could resist. Her teeth were enormous for size, but she 
friendly, and that he looks on the act of burning the | could cover them, at pleasure, with the most charming 
two papers, merely because they contained arguments | lips, which she never failed to do when communing with 
in favour of God’s universal goodness, as a hasty, un-| her friends, But it is said, and her most faithful lovers 
christian, uncharitable act, we will do him the honour | do not deny it, that she was subject to fits of such vio- 
(o insert the same in our paper, and join the joys of | lent anger, that she has bitten off the heads of thousands, 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth. who were blind to her beauty. 

We must further inform this editor that his object is} When this singular creature same to America, she 

by no means obtained by burning our papers; for this | Was fairly on the decline, though many hearts drank of 
very imprudent act, and his publishing it, will make her love, and some lost their heads, but her teeth ae 
many inquire for it and read it. And besides all this, | BOW gone, and there is no danger of her committing 
why does he burn our little paper, and yet preserve the such acts of violence on those, who dare sct their affec- 
bible? It is the bible that says, ** The Lord is good | Hons on one, who Legaurtasers aca: beauty and worth, and 
unto all, and bis tender mercies are over all his works.” | is under no necessity of so much dress and paint. 
It is the bible that informs us that God “ will have all] We have seen this old idoi since she has been confin- 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of ed to her room; she looks miserably, and yet we can- 
‘he truth.” It is the bible that testifies that the one | Ot pity her in the least. But it is impossible to see 
mediator ‘* gave himself a ransom for all to be testified | her artists stand round her with their sheafs and brush- 
3 It is the bible also which says; ** As in| es, trying to alter her dress, and to daub on paint in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” | order to make the old wrinkled hag look young, and 
his invaluable book furthermore says; ‘*As by the} even shedding sears at her fast Gopmne, wanews pitying 
(f-nce of one judgment came upon all men unto con- their folly, and blind devotion to SUPERSTITION! 


in due time. 


demnation, even so by the righteousness of one the free —$—$— 








« Vast deal more docs the bible say in vindicating this 
doctrine to which this editor is so unfriendly, that he 
vould burn it wherever he found it. Why then does 
he not burnthe bible? But this would not destroy the 
Joctrine ; for our Father who is in heaven, preaches 


_— me justification of life.” : icati 
cift came upon all men unto justification of life And We have recently seen a new publication of the fol- 


lowing title :— 

“ The eternity of the future punishment of the 
wicked illustrated and proved, in a letter to a friend.— 
By a clergyman of Massachusetts.” 

In justice to the author of this small pamphlet we are 
happy to say that he has manifested an ingenuous mind 
of considerable strength of argamcut. He has in no 
case lost sight of his subject by attempting to censure 
his opponent ; but has kept himself to the point in ques- 
tion, and written with a perspicuity and ease seldom 
met with in authors on this subject. 

We are happy to have the question called into notice, 
and especially by a writer who must deserve to be an- 
swered by those who hold the contrary sentiment. This 
controversy lics between those who believe the wicked 
are to go into a state of punishment in the future exist- 
“ence, but are finally to be delivered from torment, and 
made forever happy; and those who hold that no such 
deliverance will evertake place. There are good abil- ; 


this doctrine every day, by sending his rain and sun- 
shine on all, on the evil and on the good. Ina word, 
ill the vast creation and providence ot God, testifies of 
this doctrine. This editor can never burn all things 
which inculcate the doctrine to which he feels un- 
friendly. 

The time was when power was in the hands of men, 
dy which they not only burnt the writings which were 
calculated to disprove their errors, but which enabled 
them to burn the writers too. Thanks be to our mer- 
ciful Father in heaven, that this power is not in the 
hands of those who proudly glory in burning the Uni- 
versalist Magazine. 

Notwithstanding this editor does not hesitate to hope 


that proposals for the Magazine will not succeed, yet |"" : 
ities on both sides of the controversy, and we hope soon 


to see a candid reply to the above author. As both 
parties are agreed in the opinion of a future state of sin 
and misery, we shall be entertaived with arguments 
wholly relative to the werld to come, concerning which 
any satisfactory information would command general 
SICK AND LIKE TO DIE. attention. 


At the conclusion of this pamphlet some one, we can 


an unexpected success has attended them, and it is 


still increasing ; and we can assure him, if he will burn 


> , 
a few more, and publish his zeal to the world, he will 
do the Universalist Magazine no little service. 





That much celebrated, and now very aged matron, ; , Le 
who, wien in her best days was the idol of Europe, hardly believe it was the author, as it seems to indicate 


. . : iffe ind, has inserted ) ing— 
whose vassals were kings, princes, popes and cardinals, | * ¥©'Y diflerent mind, has inserted the following 


together with the multitudes of their subjects through- ‘ This doctrine led Christopher Simpson, of England, 
out their countries and dominions. There have many 


: .jcommit more robberies than he could recollect. All 
curious and wonderful things been credibly reported of rg : 


this singular personage. Her beauty was formerly so Purrington, of Augusta, Me. to murder his wife, seven 
attracting that the heart of the beholder was generally | children, and himself. It Jed Burnham, in Haverhill, 
devoted the moment her bewitching charms met his eye; | £20], to stab Freeman and Starkweather; and to declare 
; after he had stabbed a few more, he would le&the world 
know that one Universalist could go in triumph to the 
arms of Jesus. This hardened wretch, however, before | 
he was executed, renounced this doctrine, warned othe 
artificial, and that she owed the whole of her charms to] ers of its immoral tendency, and lamented that, under 
a company of curious and cunning artists, who were | its influence, he had perpetrated such horrid crimes,” 


and the most sacred obligations, instantly violated 
in compliance with her resistless facimations. It has 
since, howéver, been ascertained that her beauty was 






wholly devoted to the business of preparing her dress, This appears in the form of a note to the letter; 
varying her different garments, putting on her attire, | is wholly irrelevant to the subject on which the a 
and painting her face. For this devotion to her person, | wrote, and the doctrine which he endeayoure 
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much ingenuity, to disprove. ‘This doctrine supposes 
that the crimes which the wicked perpetrate in this 
world, unless repented of and forgiven here, are punish- 
ed hereafter according to their demerit; and in this 
light the writer viewed it, and on this principle has la- 
boured to refute it. Is it reasonable to suppose that 
Christopher Simpson, Purrington, and Burnham com- 
mitted all the crimes set down in this note because 
they really believed that they were thereby exposing 
themselves to the torments of hell in the future world ? 
We venture to say, that among the many unreasonable 
things which writers have, in a hasty, inconside- 
rate manner stated, there cannot be found a greater ab- 
surdity. The total want of appositeness in this note as 
it regards the doctrine disputed in the letter, inclines 
us to think that it was added without the knowledge of 
the candid author. 

Such instances of moral turpitude, as are enumerated 
in this note, are frequently cited as consequences which 
have been known to result froma belief in the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation ; but there appears to be no very 
good reason for this kind of argument, for all such crimes 
have been perpetrated by thousands and thousands who 
never heard of the doctrine, but were educated in the 
religious belief of endless, daffmation for which the au- 
thor of the foregoing letter bas, with so much ability, 
contended. Now, as Jesus said to his adversaries: 
‘*If I cast out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the 
devils, by whom do yoursons cast them out?” So we 
may say in the case under consideration ; If Universalists 
commit crimes because they are Universalists, why do 
those who believe in endless misery commit as many 
and as heinous crimes as they ? 

The rational Universalist looks for security against 
the commission of crimes in a fixed and habitual love 
of virtue, and a disposition of mind corresponding with 
such a virtuous principle. He has learned, by studying 
human nature, that the fear of torment is but a sandy 
foundation on which to build a moral character. But 
he will never have an occasion to prove his doctrine 
true by arguing that he is a better man than his oppo- 
nent, because both reason and revelation are sufficient 
for such a purpose, 


——— 


RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 

The Southern Association, a branch of the New Eng- 
land Convention of Universalists, will convene at Dun- 
stable, (Mass.) on Wednesday next. 

- —— —= 


MARRIED, 














In town, Mr. Sargent W. Burns to Miss Sarah Drury. 
Mr. Stephen Fessenden to Miss Caroline Larkin. —Mr. 
George Bradford to Mrs. Priscilla Ingraham. 

In Newburyport, Mr. George Read, merchant, of 
this town, to Miss Rebecca Pierce, of Newburyport. 


DIED, 

In Kennebunk, at the residence of the Hon. Joseph 
Storer, Miss Priscinna Storer Certs, daughter of 
the Hon. Charles Cutts, of Washington City. 

In this town, Gen. Joan Winsiow, aged 76.—Mr. 
Joshua B. Stevens, 31.—Mrs. Jane McCleary, 27.— 
Widow Ann Freeland, 7&—Mrs. Nancy House, 37.—— 
Mr. Stephen Fowler, 31.—Mrs. Clarissa Maynard, 25, 


—Mrs. Hepzibah Foster, 78.—Mrs. Hannak Codman, 


1] 51.—Mr. James Bryant.— Miss Sarah ‘Vurner, 36.—Mrs. 
to break open fifty houses, to steal thirty horses, and to p 


enelope English, 56.—Miss Francis Carleton, 4.— 


Capt. John Heard, 3d 35.—Mr. Charles Baker, 4.— 
this he confessed on the day of his execution. It led’ Mre. Susan Goff, 51 Cushion, @.. 


-— Miss Clarissa Cushing, 9. 











JUST PUBLISHED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICF, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 


salist Meeting Hlouse in Boston, on Sabbath morning 
Nov. 21,1819—by Hosea BALLov, pastor.—Ezek. xiii. 


4,°*O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the de- 


seris.°—Price 12 1-2 cents. 
t ~ a 

The Cnrinn’s ScripruraL Catrenism, by the Rey 
MOF Hosea Ballon, pastor of the Second Universalist So« iety 
b ju Boston.—Frice, 75 cents per doz, and 8 cents single 

































































ePaper e a 
— 


OG ea aa 


int 
ea. a peni 


ome 


a er 





Md $ 
4 : 
bs mn? 
» it | 
1) ay 
! (ie 
> i 
Me, La oa 
ie || 























POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


acer 
THE SEASONS. 
THE world compos’d, with lovely motion grac’d, 
Sun, moon, and planets in their orbits plac’d, 
Show forth to man what worth to him is civ’n ; 
Comes from the source, the God of al] in heay’n. 


The moon, and planets conttantly unite, 
To be the guide of strangers in the night ; 
The sun descends an universal! ray, 

Dispels the night, illuminates the day. 

The earth by wisdom on its axis hung, 
Nations unceasing on its bosom swung, 
With mysterious skill, and force divine, 
While beauty and beneficence combine. 
Beneath the spacious temple of the sky, 
Diverging traits of beauty meet the eve, 
Terrestrial objects to mankind make known, 
The fount of goodness in the hear’n’s shown. 

When desires prompt, to cogitate the thought, 
What marvelous deed the heav’nly monarch wrought. 
Know the unity of action through the whole, 

Fills with loveliness, the human soul. 
Earth in her course revolves from vear 
And seasons changing, beauteous eppear, 
While beams of light, from God eterna! flow, 
And show the maker in his works below. 


to yea 
to year, 


Stern winter comes, prolific earth congeals, 
Varied beauty from the eye conceals, 

The whiten’d vapours to the earth descend, 
Aud icy bridges o’er the streams extend. 
While yet condensing clouds the sky obscure, 
The brighter streaks of spring the mind allure, 
The snowy vesture of the earth i 

And all the force of freeking winter spent. 


s rent, 


in that soft season when refreshing show’rs, 
Revive the sleeping greens, & wake the rising flow’rs, 
The feather’d songsters from the woodlands sing, 
A song of thankfulness at return of spring. 
What beauties meet the eye in April’s morn, 
Myriads of enamelled plants the clime adorn ; 
When opening buds salute the welcom’d day, 
And blossom’d trees embellish sweetly May. 
The summer's fragrance and the forests green, 
The morning dew, and evening breeze serene, 
The waving fields of grass and grain impart, # 
A unity of being in nature’s art. 
The ripening grain begins to ask relief, 
The reaper cuts, and binds the golden sheaf; 
Now autumn’s splendid mein and rich array, 
Adds beauty to the scene, and cheers the day. 
While flushing fruit by shady boughs conceal’d, 
As fall the leaves, is to the eye reveal’d ; 
While the bright sun matures al] vegetation, 
And spreads a banquet for each distant nation. 
HH. B. Cee, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


“own 
TO “ ZUISTA.” 

S1r,—In addition to what was said in my last com- 
munication to you in regard to sin’s proceeding from 
the want of wisdom, I now will take a more critical 
view of this subject and draw some inferences which are 
directly opposed to New England orthodoxy. 

To understand the nature of sin requires a previous 
knowledge of man and his relations to the laws and 
purposes of Deity. 

That al} spirit has a positive existence, and that all 


= —s* 
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ing power forms the theatre of each individual action, 
no one will contend. That man hasa spirit of positive 
existence, with inherent powers of spontaneous action 
supported by Deity, you will allow. Then it cannot 
be denied that man is a free agent so far as spontaneity 
can render him such. 

The Almighty Father when'he formed rational be- 
ings, endowed them with intelligence to regulate their 
spontaneous actions and lead them into such a train as 
will produce the purposes he intended. As a guide to 
direct these spiritual actions he has implanted a law in 
the conscience to point out the right and the wrong; 
and has laid the foundation of all motives in man’s des- 
titution of perfect felicity. 

Thus man has an intelligent spirit whose nature is a 


tions 
which are good or evil according as they accord with, 
or are dissonant to the moral law implanted in his mind, 
te enable to pursue his own permanent felicity; all 
in Deity and supported by him, to act in 
The benevolent 
uthor of nature in infinite mercy to man, has prefixed 


performed 


+t 


- : 

‘> any 
‘ 

‘ Lait 


om, within limits prescribed. 


to the laws 


J of moral action a felicity and misery, some- 
what analogous to those given to the laws of nature, so 
that every good action will draw its proportionate fehi- 
city as all wise actions we ind will ensure temporal 

! 


1; the like seems in every wrong moral action which 


will inevitably produce mental misery ; the same as 
foolish animal conduct will produce temporal evils.— 
Phese remedial and penal enforcements are unalterably | 
inherent in the moral and natural Jaws of Deity, to en- | 
force immediate or certain execution of every efiect 
consequent on our freedom of actions. ‘Thus if we put 
our finger into the fire the effect is pain, so if we steal 
the effect is the miseries of guilt. ‘The misery is always 
proportionate to the crime and always certain; no fi- 
nite spirit is able to endure the severity of the law with- 
out retracting, repenting and reforming; then the de- 
sign of the punishment is accomplished, the effect ceas- 
es, and the purposes of Deity are fulfilled. 

When Deity formed creation, he did so, in unison 
with his attribute; these will not be denied to be infi- 
nitely good, benevolent and happy; consequently the 
greatest possible good to the created can be the only 
purposes in creation, for no finite being can add to or 
diminish from Deity’s felicity. That creation was form- 
ed for the glory of God is nonsense, as his every power 
and attribute must have been as complete before as 
since the creation—hence we cannot conceive of other 
purposes than to increase individual happiness, from the 
fountain of his benevolence. The end being fixed, law- 
to produce these ends, are predicated to govern the 
means. These laws are decreed to contro] the effects 
of every action; to he universally known by every in- 
telligent being, who act in freedom; and to produce 
universal felicity to the created agents in the final re- 
sult; otherwise his purposes cannot be fulfilled, nor his 
works to be in harraony with bis attributes, 

From this expanded view of the subject, there can 
be no hesitation in accounting for the origin of eyil sin. 
We are not driven to stigmatize the great parent of all, 
in being the author of sin, of evil and of the miseries ot 
his children, which beTong exclusively to ourselves.— 
Our constituted course of actions are so founded that 1! 
man would wholly follow his own best interests, there 
would be no sin, no moral evil or misery ; folly and ig- 
norance are the causes of all evils. 

The word sin from the Greek Amartaiai and Hebrew 
Chatah DEVIATION, a deperture from the rule of right, 
a departure from the purposes of Deity, a deviation from 
our own best permanent interest—it is an action of the 
intelligent mind in perfect freedom choosing a devious, 


constant innate energy to action—his spontaneous ac- | 
coverned by his intelligence forms his motives, | 


i 


upheld by, and supported within Deity, whose support-' tion is formed, the sin committed and the moral evil is 


drawn into action, that some time will give remorse to 
the mind and discipline into obedience. Hence all sin 
is a motive action, freely and understandingly commit- 
ted by the agent only against the rule of right, no other 
being having a shadow of any share in the guilt. Sin, 
like all other personal actions morally effects the agent 
alone, otherwise than by example Imputed sin and 
imputed righteousness are words without any rational 
import, it would be a solecism to say that one identity 
could understand, or perform any motive action for a- 
nother. No law, moral and physical can make the ac- 
tion of one individual belong to another as the same ac- 
tion. The doctrine of imputation was originated in 
times of ignorance without due consideration of the 
actions of the human mind. 

Original sin has had a wrong construction of the im- 
port of the word original. If Adams transgression was 
the first sin ever committed by free agents, as we read, 
this first sin of his was unquestionably original: a new 
a deviation never before known to mor- 
in thissense alone can it be called 


thing was done, 
tale was committed; 
original, as being introduced into the world by Adam. 
But by what strange metemphsychosis Divines could 
conjure this sin to attach to ull the rest cf the human 
le ; and by what rule people could 


family is imcredib 


| bring themselves to believe in universal depravity from 


this cause is unaccountable upon any other principle 
than the most superstitious bigotry. 

The infinity of punishment, | have heard proclaimed, 
gronded upon this futile proposition, viz. *: ‘Lhat sin is 
an iniinite evil, committed against an infinite being and 
requires an infinite punishment.’? I] ask who in these 
days can believe that a finite being can produce an ine 
finite action? Whoin our country can believe there 
are degrees of mora! guilt in the same action, varied, ac- 
cording to the rank of the personage against whom it is 
committed?) Such ideas may suit the meridian of des- 
potism, or may be a convenient creed for papal domi- 


e 
wate | 


nation, but never can suit the notions of a free peop! 
or accord with impartial justice. 
It has been said that sin is such ap heinous evil that 


nothing but eternal punishment can satisfy divine jute 


he, 


tice. Justice, is the impartial distribution to every 

the good or evil he deserves, according to the rule oj 
right.” This assignment by human authority can never 
be correct ; but Deity alone does accurately and c orrect- 


This is ajready 


ly apportion to every being its deserts, ) 
done in the moral law of intelligencies who have it im- 
planted within themselves to discriminate, adjudicate, 
and condemn their own faults, which the same law ex- 
If devious actions are the cause of 
than 


ecutes upon them, 


injustice what other justice can take place 
by setting them aright and reducing to obedience? And 
when this is done and the ends produced is not pure 
justice satisfied? Impartial justice, in the means, 13 
ulways satisfied, when the ends designed, are effectuat- 
ed. And infinite power can apportion such exquisite 
miseries es will break the subbornness of finite minds 
and ¢ffect bis purposes, Cuan any one believe that cru- 
city or revenge can possibly inhabit the breast of mfi- 
That infinite benevolence is more in- 


Can any one 


nite goodness ? 
furiate than cruel mur or savage beast? 
give a reason why sufferings should continue after their 
cause ceases? Is not a supererogation of punishment 
‘is Wrong as its diminution, and does not the infliction of 
eternal misery ,if it was possible, make injustice iu Deity? 

Many errors have crept into the christian theology 
from ignorance of metaphysical subjects, and modern 
uctapbysics have shaped their course somewhat to 
comport with the religious notions of the age. Of all 
eriors in metaphysical theology of the present day ix 
New-England none has gone further to debase the bu- 
man mind than the writings of the late president Ed- 





evapescent gratification, rather than a direct, perma- 
nent good. The mind spontaneously opens and views 





wards and some of his pupils. The ground of 
| his work is founded in error which rendccurs baseless the 
lsuperstructure ; the same may be said of John C alvin’s 


positive existence has an innate power of spontaneous ; the stfrounding objects, it instinctively kuows the good | theory, but | need not recount these things to one whe 
~kertion cannot be denied, ‘That all finite existence is and eyil—if irom any cause it selects the bad, the ac- alrcady is apprised of their errors, F.J. Sr. CECIL. 
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